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Dedication. 


to your Patronage and 
Protection. 

That it may contribute 
to the publick Good, and 
the promoting thoſe Loyal 
Principles, which you have 
zealouſly maintain d in De- 
fence ot the preſent happy 
Eſtabliſhment, is the hearty 
Wiſh and Prayer of, 


SIR, 
Your moſt devoted, 
Moſt obedient, and 
Moſt humble Servant, 


Pſa 


John Clarke. 


Pſalm Lxxx11, the former Part of the 6th Verſe. 
I have ſaid ye are Gods. 


And that theſe good Admonitions might 
not fail of a ſuitable Influence upon them, 
the holy Pen-man puts them in Mind, 
that the Great God was preſent in the 
Congregation of the Mighty, and narrow- 
ly obſerv'd all their Tranſactions and De- 
cifions ; that he was a Judge among Gods, 
and would certainly bring all thoſe that 
he had rais'd to an Eminency above their 
Brethren, to a ſtrict and 1mpartial Ac- 
count, at his awful Tribunal, for every 
Act of Oppreſſion and Injuſtice. 

Therefore, 
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Therefore, if they would approve them- 
ſelves to him, whoſe Proxies they were, 
they ſhould make it their Buſineſs to defend 
the Poor and Fatherleſs, and to ſee that 
ſuch as were in Need and Neceſiity, have 
Right; and be eſpecially. careful to de- 
liver the Out-caſt and Needy, and to 
ſave them from the Hand of the Un- 
godly. 

The Pfalmiſt having ſtil'd Rulers, 
Judges, and Magiſtrates, Gods, at the firſt 
Verſe; repeats the ſame Appellation in 
the Text, in a more emphatical Manner. 

But, leaſt this great and glorious Title 
ſhould ſwell their Minds, and produce 
_ contrary Effects, to what it was de- 
ign'd to do, he therefore immediately 
ſubjoins, that tho? ſome Portion of Ma- 
jeſty was imparted to em, yet were they 
not hereby exempted from the common 
Laws of Mortality, but ſhould die like 
other Men, and fall like the reſt of hu- 
man Extraction. | : 

Which, if duly confider'd, would make 
them extremely careful to diſcharge all 
the Duties of their reſpective Places with 
Faithfulneſs, Diligence, and an upright 
Heart. | 

The Paſſage before us, we find quoted 
by our Saviour, St. John x. 34. on __ 

| on 
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ſion of his being charg d with Blaſphemy, 
for calling himſelf the Son of God. From 
which Imputation, he was ſufficiently 
clear'd, only by reminding his Accuſers, 
that they themfelves ſtiłd thoſe who 
were commiſiion'd to adminiſter Juſtice 
in the Nation, Gods; and therein the 
holy Scripture, which could not be 
broken, or found any Fault with, was 
a Warrant to em. Therefore he, 
whom the Father Almighty had fan- 
aify'd by the Holy Ghoſt, and ſet apart 


to the Office of Mediator, could not, on 


that Account, be condemn'd as a Blaſ- 
phemer. | 
If Rulers, Judges, and Magiſtrates were 
call'd Gods in their inſpird Writers, 
well might that ſacred Perſon, who was 
ualify'd to mediate between God and 
Han, in as much as all the Fulneſs of 
the God-head dwelt in him bodily, ſtile 
himſelf the Son of God. 

In diſcourſing upon the Text, the beſt 
Method I can propoſe, is, to proceed upon 
the three following Enquiries. 


iſt, Why Rulers, Judges, and Magt- 
ſtrates are ſtil'd Gods. 


2dly, 


| 
| 
| 
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2dly, What are the Duties and Ends 
of their high Station. 


2dly, What Obligations do hence ariſe 
on the Part of thoſe that live under their 
Adminiſtration and Government, 


In the firſt Place, then, I am to enquire 
why Rulers, Judges, and Magiſtrates are 
ſtil'd Gods. 

Now, they are honour'd in the Scrip- 
ture with the Title of Gods, as they de- 
rive their Power and Authority from 
God, the ſupreme Lord of the whole 
World; as they are. ſer in Gad's Place, 
and are his Vice-gerents upon Earth. 
That they are inveſted with Power 
and Authority from above, St. Paul ex- 
preſly teaches, Romans xii. 1, 2, Verſes; 
There is no Power, but of God; the Powers 
that be, are ordain'd of God; Whoſoever 
therefore reæſiſteth the Pawer, reſiſtethᷣ the 
Ordinance of God. And, at the 4th Verle, 
the Apoſtle declares, that Rulers are the 
Miniſters of God to us for Good; and, in 
Caſe of Evil and Diſobedience, they are 
Revengers, or Perſons commiſſion'd to exe- 
cute Wrath upon ſuch People, even to 
execute capital Puniſhment on all _ 

| tat 
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that ſhall tranſgreſs the Laws, and violate 
the Conſtitutions of their Country. Which 
Power of bearing the Sword 'to Purpoſe, | 
and inflicting Death on great and notori- 
ous Offenders, is an undeniable Argument, 
that their Authority is deriv'd from God: 
Since, as no Man is the Proprietor of his 
own Life, nor has Power to diſpoſe of it 
at Pleaſure; ſo neither could any one, by 
Virtue of a Right purely human, ever take 
it from him, or ſacrifice it on Account of 
any Covenant, or Contract, or Crimes 
whatſoever. 7 28 

Therefore it muſt be concluded, that 
this Power over Life could only be con- 
ferrd upon Rulers, Judges, and Magi- 
ſtrates, by him who gave us Life and Be- 
ing, and is Lord of all Men. 

So we are told, upon Pilate's Inſinuati- 


5 on, that he had Power to crucify our Sa- 
4 viour, St. John xix. 10, that he could haue 
4 no Power at all againſt bim, except it were 
5 given bim from Above. 

10 Indeed Chriſt ſuffer'd for our Sins, by 


the determinate Counſel and Fore-know- 


m ledge of God. Theſe Words then might 
© Þf inform Pilate, that as to Chriſt in particu» 
ar, he was only an Inſtrument herein in 
10 the Hands of God, and could do nothing 


againſt him, but by the Appointment of 
lat Heaven, FT B But 
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But they will favour another, and more 
general Meaning; and that is, That the 
Right which Princes, and ſuch as are de- 
puted by them, Have to exerciſe a judicial 
Power, and to cut off with the Sword all 
notorious Offenders againſt the Pence and 
good Laws of the Community, is deriv'd 
ro them from Above, from God to Ceſar, 
from Ceſar to Pilate, from Pilate to others, 
and ſo downwards, in various Subordina- 


tions, to each other: But to whomſoever 


it is delegated, -1t is originally from God, 
as Water from the Fountain, in what Chan: 
nels ſoever 'tis-carry*d along. 

Hence it is, that we are exhorted to o- 
bey Magiſtrates, for the Lord's Sake, 1 Pet. 
11- 13. for-the Sake of God, who has com- 
municated his Authority to them: And to 
be ſiilject, not only for Wrath, or upon 
the Apprehenſion of Puniſhment ; but alſo 
for Conſtience Sale, Rom. xiii. 5. Now, 
who can bind the Conſcience, but God 


Almighty? Who can command the inward 


Man, but that ſupreme Judge to-whom we 
ſtand accountable? 1, 

But tho' the Powers that be, do receive 
their Authority from God, the Fountain 
of all Power; yet it does not ſeem necel- 
ſary, that, in order to make Governors 
and Magiſtrates the Miniſters of God, they 
Oy CE 5 ſhould 
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ſhould immediately be appointed by God 
to bear Rule. 

Indeed, under the Fewiſh CEcorony, 
God Almighty frequently interpos'd to no- 
minate his particular Perſon that ſhould 
govern his People. So he appointed Saul, 
and ſo he choſe David, whom he took a- 
way from the Sheep-folds, as he was fol- 
lowing the Ews great with young Ones, 
that he mipht feed Jacob his People, and 10 
rael his Inheritance, Pſal. IXxviii. 71, 72. 

But that this was not the Caſe of the 
Ruman Emperor, to whom St. Paul com- 
mands the Chriſtians to be ſubject, even 
for Conſcience Sake, ot of any of his 
Predeceſſors, or Succeſſors, is a Thing 
well known to all that are ſkill'd in the 
Hiſtories of thoſe Times. 

Upon this View we may conceive it was, 
that Rulers are calPd by St. Peter, 1 Epiſt. 
Gen. 11..13; the Ordinance of Man, in as 
much as every Nation is left at Liberty, AY 
to this or that Form of Government; and 
it muſt he referr'd either to the Choice or 
Conſent of the Community, or to ſome or 
other Contract, that ſuch a particular Per- 
ſon, or Perſons, or Family, are inveſted 
with the ſupreme Civil Power. 

Nor is this in the leaſt inconſiſtent with 
dt. Paul's declaring them to be the Ordi- 

B 2 nance 
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nance of God, Rom. xiii. 2, in as much as 
Government, in the general, 1s ordain'd by 
God, and the Authority of Governors, 
comes originally from Heaven, tho' it be com- 
municated to 'em by the Conſent of Men. 

But, Secondly, Rulers, Judges, and Ma- 
giſtrates, are call'd Gods, becauſe God Al- 
mighty us'd to furniſh them, in a more pe- 
culiar Manner, with ſuch excellent and 
worthy Gifts, as would make them quali- 
fy'd to diſcharge their Office with that 
Wiſdom, Zeal, and Courage, that might 
become thoſe who were dignify d with ſuch 
great Titles. 

So, when Saul was anointed to be Cap- 
tain over God's Inheritance, we read, that 
the Spirit of the Lord turn'd him into an- 
other Man, 1 Sam. x. 6. And at the gth 
Verſe, that God gave him another Heart; 
he endow'd him with ſuch Gifts as were 
neceſſary to the due Execution of his Re- 
gal Station; and when, for his many Pro- 
vocations and notorious Diſobedience, God 
had rejected him from being King over I/ 
rael, we are told, 1 Sam. xvi. 14, that the 
Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Government, departed from him. 

Holy David is another Inſtance to the 
Purpoſe ; upon whoſe Head the Horn of 


Oil was no ſooner pour'd, in the mo 
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of his Brethren, than it is ſaid, 2e Spirit 
of the Lord came upon him from that Day 
forward. By which, he was fully quali- 
fy'd to be King over Iſrael, 1 Sam. xvi. 13. 
It muſt be own'd indeed, that from theſe 
and ſuch like Inſtances, we muſt not, dare 
not conclude, that God Almighty, in theſe 
latter Days, interpoſes in ſuch an eminent 
Manner, to put his Spirit on all thoſe 
whom, by his Providence, he has rais'd to 
bear Rule, 

And yet we have Reaſon to believe, that 
as God governs the World, and is at all 
Times concern'd for the Welfare and Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind; fo he frequently and 
uſually beſtows ſuch Gifts on thoſe that 
are advanc'd to be his Deputies, as may en- 
able them to diſcharge their high Office in 
2 due and worthy Manner. 

If then it be reaſonable to believe, that 
Princes and ſupreme Rulers are uſually 
turniſh'd by God with the Spirit of Go- 
vernment, it may alſo be ſaid and allow'd, 
without Flattery, (which 1s baſe and odi- 
ous at all Times) that ſome Portion there- 
of 1s communicated even to {ubordinate 
Magiſtrates, to qualify them for the regu- 
lar Adminiſtration of Judgment and Juſtice, 
and the due Diſcharge of all the Duties of 
their publick Employment. 

That 


614) 

That the ſubordinate Powers, tho com- 
miſſion'd by the Supreme, or Sovereign, 
have a ſacred Authority ſtamp'd upon 'em, 
is exceeding evident from that of St. Peter, 
1 Fpift. Gen. ii. 13, 14, Submit your ſelver 
to every Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's 
Sake, whether it be to the King, as Supreme, 
or unto Governors, as tinto them that are 
ſent by bim, for the Puniſhment of Evil. 
doers, and for the Praiſe of them that ds 
well, 

As then their Authority is ſacred, and 
their Adminiſttation abſolutely neceſſar) 
for the preſerving Peace, and Godlinels, 
and Honeſty, among Men, and the Exe. 
dution of the Laws and Conſtitutions of 
the Country to which they belong; ſo we 
may ſafely believe, that God Almighty 
frequently endues them with ſuch a Mes- 
ſure of the Gifts of Government, as is re- 
2 to fit them in their ſeveral Stations, 

or the right and faithful Diſcharge of their 
God- like Offiee. 
Thus we read, Numb. xi, 17, that God 
put a Portion ef his Spirit upon the ſeventy 
Elders, to enable them to bear the Burden 
of the People, and to manage the Govern- 
ment of them under his Servant Moſes. 


Thirdly. 
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Thirdly. Rulers, Judges, and Magi- 
ſtrates, are call'd Gods, to put them con- 
tinually in Mind that they ought to imi- 
tate and reſemble God, whoſe: Vice-gerents 
they are, in the Exerciſe of the Power and 
the Gifts with which they are entruſted; 
and to direct them throughout the whole: 
Courſe of their Adminiſtration, to the beſt 
and moſt God-like Ends. 

That the Providence of God is wonder- 
fully and glor iouſly concern d for:the Good 
and Bene fit of Mankind; that his Power 
is dayly employ'd in protecting the Inno- 
cent, defending the Juſt, promoting the 
Virtuous, ſupporting the Weak, relieving 
the Diſtreſs'd, and defeating the: moſt art- 
tut Deſigns of the: mightieſt Oppreſſors, is 
+ Matter of ordinary Obſervation to thoſe 
that attentively apply their Thoughts to 
conſider the Ways of God, and t he State 
and Circumſtances of human Affairs. 

In Conformity to theſe divine and moſt 
excellent Acts, it ſhould be the continual 
Care and day ly Employment of all Magi- 
ſtrates, whether ſupreme or ſubordinate, 
to procure, to the utmoſt of their Power, 
the Welfare of all that are under em; to 
neglect no Opportunities of rewarding the 
Good, and diſcountenancing thoſe that are 
Evil; to ſee that Juſtice be done, *＋ the 
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Laws rightly apply'd to the loweſt, as well 
as the greateſt among them; and to en- 
deavour, as far as in them lies, that the 
whole Community, over which they pre- 
ſide as Gods, in the Likeneſs of Men, 
ſhould be flouriſning and happy, and lead 
quiet and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty. 5 


Theſe Particulars remind me of the ſe- 
cond general Enquiry, namely, What are 
the Duties and Ends of the Magiſtrates 
high Station? | 


And, Firft, Permit me to ſay, tis the 
Duty of all Rulers, Judges, and Magi 
ſtrates, to ſet a good Example to ſuch as 
are committed to their Care and Govern- 
ment; and to be eminent for the Practice 
of Religion and Virtue, and whatever is 
excellent and Praiſe-worthy. 

The Lives of Princes and Great Perſons 
have a ſtrong Influence upon the Manners 
and Converſation of other People, and rare- 
Iy fail to engage their Imitation. 

If chey be good, they ſpread to Advan- 
tage through Cities and Kingdoms, and in- 
to all the Corners and Places of their Ju- 
riſdiction. The Beauty of Holineſs will 


then appear graceful and charming; 3 
* 06 
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1 | 
and the Practice of it commendable and 
delightful : And few People will be 
found, whoſe Souls will not be inflam'd 
with eager and paſhonate Defires of be- 
ing moulded and faſhion'd into a Like- 
neſs thereto. 

If they be evil, the Infection diffuſes 
its Malignity all around, and power- 
fully, operates on all inferior Ranks 
and Orders of Men; who, from ſeeing 
the Vices and Follies of the Great, the 
Wealthy, and Honourable, are inſenſibly 
lead to approve, from this Step, to imi- 
tate, and thence to outdo them. | 

The Lives and Manners then of thoſe 
that are in Authority, whether they be 
good or bad, being miich obſerv'd and 
imitated by moſt People that are ſubject 
to 'em, it is therefore of great Conſe- 
hed and Uſe to the Public, that 
uch ſhould be Patterns of true Piety, 
and always incline to God's Will, and 
walk in his Ways; that as their Per- 
ſons are adorn'd with Power and Great- 
neſs, ſo their Minds ſhould be enobled 
with the beſt and moſt excellerit Graces, 
and their Lives conſpicuouſly eminent 
for the bright Luſtre of Virtue and all 
Goodneſs. : 

C Secondly, 
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Secondly, Tis the Duty of all that 
are in Authority, to endeavour, by all 
lawful and prudent Means, to advance to 
the utmoſt of their Ability, the Honour, 
Reputation, and Intereſt of their Country; 
and to make all thoſe that are under their 
chearing and benign Influences, an happy 
and flouriſhing People. 

Sovereign Princes and Rulers are ac- 

counted the Fathers of their Country ; 
and thoſe that are good Ones, will cor- 
tinually exerciſe a tender and paternal 
Care over all their Subjects, and ſtudy 
to promote the Quiet, Weal, and Proſpe- 
rity of their Kingdoms. 
The Public Good will be always at 
Heart, and all their Counſels, all their 
Deſigns, all their Enterprizes will tend 
thereto, and be wiſely conducted to that 
great End. Arts and Sciences will kindly 
be cheriſh'd and cultivated ; and Com- 
merce, in its various Branches, encourag'd 
and increas'd by them. 

Above all; they will uſe their beſt 
Endeavours to promote Religion, and to 
ſuppreſs all Vice and Prophaneſs, as 
being not only a Diſhonour to God, and 
odious in his Sight, but a Reproach to 
any People, and the ſure Means of de- 

ſtroy ing 
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ſtroying the Peace and Welfare of the 
Public. 

Now, theſe excellent and glorious Ends 
cannot be attain'd without the Aſiiſtance 
of thoſe that move in a lower Sphere; 
and therefore it ſhould be the eſpecial 
Care of all ſubordinate Magiſtrates, to 
join heartily with their Prince in theſe 
Things, and to do whatever they can 
in their particular Diſtricts, towards the 
rendering theſe worthy and noble Deligns 
the more eaſy and practicable. | 

Thirdly and laſtly, Rulers, Judges, 
and Magiſtrates, as they are in God's 
Place, ſo are they indiſpenſibly oblig'd. 
to govern the People committed to their 
Charge, with Judgment and Equity ; to 
do Juſtice between Man and Man, and 
to execute what is right, in the Fear of 
God, at all Times, and in all Places, 

Great is the Truſt repos'd in them ; 
therefore it highly concerns them to 
take Heed what they do; to take Heed 
that they never be engag'd to do amils, 
on Account of any Temptations or Al- 
lurements whatever. The Gifts of the 
Wealthy muſt not blind their Eyes, nor 
hinder them from diſcerning whar 1s juſt 
and right, and determining accordingly. 
The Menaces of the Mighty muſt never 

CG 2 over. 
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over-awe them; nor the fair Speeches of 
the Flatterer, be ſuffer'd to prepoſſeſs or 
ſeduce them. 

Theſe, and ſuch like Things, muſt al- 
ways be deſpis'd and rejected with Cou- 
rage, and an holy Indignation, ſeeing 
they judge not for Men, but for the Lora; 
with whom there is no Reſpe& of Per- 
fons in Judgment, nor taking of Gifts, 
2 Chron, xix. 6, 7. | 

Let ſuch then as are in Power, be 
ever faithful to the Truft repos'd in 
them, both by God and Man; let them 
defend the Innocent, and encourage the 
Good ; let them puniſh Oppreſſion with- 
out Fear or Partiality ; and in all Ca- 
ſes that lie before them, ſee that every 
Man have his Right. He that ruleth 
over Men, muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear 
of God, 2 Sam. xxill. 3. 

Thus have we confider'd the main 
Duties and Ends of the high Station 
of Rulers, Judges, and Magiſtrates, It 
remains, that we ſee, in the third and 
laſt Place, what Obligations do hence 
ariſe, on the Part of thoſe that live un- 
der their Adminiſtration and Govern- 
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And Firſt. If Rulers, Judges, and Ma- 
giſtrates are ſtil'd Gods in the Scripture, 
then ought we ſurely, very highly to 
reverence and honour their Perſons. 

Thoſe in whom the ſupreme Authorit 
is plac'd, bearing ſo facred a Stamp, ſhould 
therefore be treated by all their Subjects 
with the greateſt Reſpect, and moſt pro- 
found Veneration ; and thoſe that are 
commiſlion'd by them, for the better pre- 
ſerving Peace, and Order, and good Go- 
vernment in the World, ſhould be ever 
honour'd in Proportion to their reſpective 
Qualities, and different Degrees of 
Power. 

As to the former, the great Reverence 
which we all owe to the ſacred Perſon of 
our moſt gracious Sovereign, ought always 
to keep us at the fartheſt Diſtance from 
paſſing any raſh Cenſures on his Admini- 
ſtration, or ſpeaking ſuch Things as may 
leflen and diſparage his Authority, or be a 
Means of raifing and fomenting Jealoufies 
in the Minds of the: People, and making 
them diſcontented, and ill- affected to his 
Government. 

Theſe, and ſuch like evil Methods, are 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with that Candor 
which is due to all Mankind; more eſpe- 
clally then to that Honour, 'Veneration, 
* TP IT F * | and 
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and Reverence which Subjects owe, and 
all good Ones will pay, to their Sove- 
reigns, 

God Almighty, to whom we muſt one 
Day give a ſtrict Account of all our 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, has ex- 
preſsly commanded us, Exod. xxii. 28, not 
to revile the Gods, nor curſe our Rulers. 

Let us therefore make it a Matter of 
Conſcience, never to calumniate the ſacred 
Perſon of our excellent King, nor ſpeak 
Evil of his Adminiſtration, 

On the other Hand, let us render the 
juſt Tribute of Reverence and Eſteem to 
him, and uſe our moſt zealous and hear- 
ty Endeavours to ſuppreſs that Spirit of 
Sedition, and all thoſe groundleſs Mur. 
murings and wicked Calumnies, that the 
Enemies of our Peace and happy Eſtabliſh- 
ment have baſely rais'd, and induftrioully 
promoted, againſt the beſt of Princes. 

And, as to thoſe that are put in Autho- 
tity under him, let it be our Care to ſnew 
em a becoming Reſpect, and to evidence, 
by a Courſe of ſubmiſſive Behaviour, the 
due Value we ſet on the Dignity of their 
Office. | 

Let us, in our ſeveral Stations, aſſiſt 
them in all their noble Defigns, for the 
Service and Welfare of the Nation, and 

contribute, 
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contribute, according to our Capacities, 
towards the Support and Defence of the 
. Government, and the ſettling what tends 


to the Public Good, upon the beſt and 
ſureſt Foundations. 


Secondly. Another Duty incumbent on 
us, 18, to put up our earneſt and heart 
P:ayers to Almighty God, for all thoſe 
that are appointed to bear Rule over us. 

In a more eſpecial Manner ought we to 
addreſs our Selves to the Throne of Grace, 
on the Behalf of God's anointed Servant, 
GEORGE, our King and Governor, that 
God would continue to blefs him with the 
Gifts of his holy Spirit, the Spirit of Wif- 
dom and Underſtanding, of Counſel and 
Might, and to adorn his Royal Soul with 
all Heavenly Graces ; that he would al- 
ways have a vigilant and gracious Eye over 
o- his Anointed, whoſe Welfare is the com- 
mon Good; that no Counſel directed a- 
= gainſt him, nor Weapon form'd by rebel- 
he I lious Hands, may ever proſper ; that the 
eir | ſecret Machinations of his and our Enemies, 

I may be defeated, and all their open At- 
lift I tempts confounded; z that the Imperial 
Crown, which he wears lawfully and 
rightfully, may flouriſh on his Royal Head; 
and his Days be proſperous and many, to 


the 


K 
the Honour of God, and the Joy of all his 
good Subjects. 

To theſe our Supplicitions nd Inter- 
ceſlions on Behalf of his ſacred Majeſty 
(whom God long preſerve ! ) let us add 
our hearty Prayers for all thoſe that are 
put in Authority under him, that God 
would repleniſh them with the various 
Gifts and Graces of his bleſſed Spirit, and 


proſper all their laudable Undertakings 
for the Public Good. 


Thirdly and laftly. If Magiſtracy be 
God's eee and the Authority of 
2 and Governors be deriv'd from 

eaven, then ought we to be very care- 


ful that we yield all due Subjection and 
Obedience to 'em. 


St. Paul has preſs'd the Duty of Obedi- 
ence to the Powers that be, on the Con- 
ſciences of the People; and Holy Writ 
abounds with Paſſages that enjoin us to be 
ſubject to Magiſtrates 3 to the King as Su- 
preme, and to the Governors that are ſent 
and appointed by him, for the better Ad. 
miniſtration of Juſtice, the Puniſhment of 
Wickedneſs and Vice, and the Mainte- 
nance of God's true Religion and Vir 


tue. 
To 


To the cee of God's Com- 
„ mand and Appointment, we may ſubjoin 
many high Obligations, that Would ! in- 
duce ust pay a besepu! Obedience to al 
our Governors. | 3 
Tis to them we owe our Wealth, our 
Safety , our Religion, our Happineſs : 
By their Means it, is that our Eſtates, and 
Lives, and Liberties, are ſecur'd 10, ns, 
and that we ever enjoy any Peace aa 
Quictneſs. 1 
Seeing then they watch over us for our 
Good, and that very worthy Things are 
donde unto this Nation, by their Provi; 
dence, we: ought therefore, ſurely, to ac- 
cept. it always, and in all Places, with all 
Thankfulneſs, and to give them, in Re- 
ec. urn fer theſe Benefits, the juſt Tribute 
a of Sub ection and Obedience. 
Writ And; — ever People in the World 
to be more preſſing Obligations to be ſubject to 
s Su- the WIR Powers, than we of this Na- 
ent tion 
„. Is not the Throne fill'd and adorn” 4 
-nt of with a Prince of great Wiſdom, Probity, 
ainte· Juſtice, and Prudence? 
| Vir- Are not our Laws, our Liberties, our 
Religion, and whatever elſe is dear, and 
T9 e 90d red to us, at his Royal 
ah 557 Heart, 
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Heart, and the Objects of his tendereſt 
Care and Concern ? 
Does he not endeavour, as much as is 
poſſib le, to promote the common Good of 
all his Dominions, and to make us a flou- 
riſhing, and powerful, and happy People? 
Has he not given us his ſacred Word, 
that he will maintain our Privileges, Ci 
vil and Religious ? 5 
In particular, has he not ſolemnly and 
frequently aſſur'd us, he will ever conti. 
nue a nurſing Father to that excellent 
Church of which we are Members, and 
on all ſuitable Occaſions, promote its Ho- 
nour, its Advantage, its Security? 
What can the beft of Princes do more 
for the Good of his Subjects? 
And yet, good God! what ungratefi 
Returns has he met with 2 * 
What Murmurings, Seditions, Tumults, 
Conſpiracies ? 
What Pains have been taken to corrupt 
the Minds of his People ? 
What Methoetly us'd ? and are they not 
yet us'd ? to make them diſaffected to his 
Perſon and Government? 
Let theſe, my Brethren, and all dif- 

» Moyal Practices, which caſt ſo deep 4 
F" * Reproach upon this Nation, be conti. 
nually abhurrd by us! Nor let = 
on) 


all the Counſels, and proſper all the Un- 
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only be the Subject of our Abhorrence, 
but let it alſo be our Care, our Con- 
cern, our Zeal, to make them be hated 
and deteſted by every individual Perſon 
amongſt us, over whom we have any 

Influence or Authority. 
Let us unite as one Man, in the De- 
fence of our holy Religion, our excel- 


+ lent Laws, our valuable Liberties, and 
| bravely exert our ſelves an all Occaſi- 
ons, towards the Support of the preſent 


Eſtabliſhment; by which alone theſe in- 


eſtimable Bleſſings can be ſecur'd to us 


and our Poſterity. 
And, may the God of Heaven bleſs 


dertakings of thoſe that ſeek to do us 


Good! 


May his good Providence continually 
watch over his Anointed, and all the 
Royal Family! ! 

May his ſacred Majeſty, the Breath 
of our Noſtrils, be bleſsd with many 
happy Days, with Honour and Renown, 
with Abundance of Peace and Proſperity ; 
and at length, oh! that it may be late, 


for the Good of us and the whole King- 
dom | 5 
May 


- 
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WI | * 
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May he be crown'd with an execedin 
and eternal Weight of Glory | © 


nd let all the People ſoy, Amen. | 
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